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Equinor secures two key contracts for 
Northern Lights

Equinor awards two key contracts worth NOK 
1.3bn in connection with the Northern Lights proj-
ect. Kværner AS has received a letter of award for 
the engineering, procurement, and construction 
(EPC) contract for the onshore plant facilities at 
Energiparken in Øygarden. The onshore plant will 
receive and store liquid CO2 before it is exported 
through a pump and pipeline system for injection 
offshore. The value of the contract is estimated 
at around NOK 1.05bn. The start-up of the work 
is planned in January 2021, and completion is 
planned by Q1 2024. Aker Solutions AS has been 
awarded an EPC contract for delivering a subsea 
injection system for the CO2 well in the North Sea. 
The value of the contract is around NOK 250M. 
The work will start in January 2021 with instal-
lation and completion in 2023. The contract also 
includes options for equipment for future wells. 
The Northern Lights project is the transport and 
storage part of Longship, the Norwegian Govern-
ment’s full-scale carbon capture and storage 
project. Equinor is developing the project together 
with Shell and Total as equal partners.

Neodrill announces projects with 
Neptune Energy

Neodrill has signed a frame agreement and 
announced its first two projects with Neptune 
Energy. The first campaign in April was the first 
delivery of a two-well campaign by Neodrill. 
It included one CAN-ductor installed on the 
Dugong well and another exploration well in 
the area. The second campaign is scheduled 
for December and includes one CAN-ductor on 
the Tail well and another on the Appraisal well. 
The innovative, new strategy of installing two 

CANs in one mobilization makes a compelling 
value case. The ability to use one installation 
vessel across both wells results in cost savings, 
efficiency gains and reduced emissions.
The CAN technology has already been proven 
to reduce environmental impact by up to 44% 
on top hole activity, compared to conventional 
technologies. With one vessel being used for two 
wells, Neptune Energy’s overall emissions across 
the two campaigns will be substantially reduced.

OMV invests in biofuel production at 
Schwechat Refinery

OMV is committed to the Paris Agreement and 
EU climate targets and has set itself ambitious 
climate goals. OMV has pledged to reach net-zero 
emissions in operations by 2050 or sooner. On its 
long-term path to net zero, OMV has set con-
crete interim targets: By 2025, at least 60% of the 
product portfolio should consist of natural gas and 
low/zero-carbon products. The investment in the 
Schwechat site for processing biofuels contributes 
to the goal of reducing the carbon intensity of the 
OMV product portfolio by at least 6% versus 2010.  
OMV is currently investing in the Schwechat Refin-
ery so it can substitute large quantities of fossil 
diesel with biodiesel in an innovative co-processing 
approach. With this process, the hydrogenated 
vegetable oil should lead to an annual reduction 
in OMV’s carbon footprint of up to 360,000 metric 
tons of fossil CO2. This is equivalent to the annual 
emissions of around 200,000 cars driving an aver-
age of 12,000 km per year. The product meets the 
highest quality standards and can be freely used 
in any type of vehicle. OMV expects demand for its 
hydrogenated biofuels to increase ten-fold by 2030.

Vopak Solar Park begins construction 
in Groningen
Vopak Solar Park Eemshaven is starting construc-
tion of its solar park located in Eemshaven in the 
province of Groningen. The new solar park will 
have a capacity of approximately 25 megawatts, 
which equates to an average consumption of ap-
proximately 8,000 Dutch households. The subsidy 
and permit processes as well as the financing have 
been successfully completed. The solar park will be 
built on 19 hectares of land around the Vopak Ter-
minal Eemshaven and construction on the site will 
start in the Q1 of 2021. According to the current 
planning, the first green power will be supplied to 
the electricity grid in the Q3 of 2021.

Projects & Tenders 
Newsletter
Our Projects and Tenders 
online newsletter provides the 
latest updates on a variety of 
world-wide tenders, projects, 
expansion contracts and 
acquisitions and focusses on 
valves, pumps and stainless 
steel piping and related 
products for the flow control 
industry.
For information contact 
Erica Riethorst via 
+31 575 585271,
e.riethorst@kci-world.com or 
www.projectsandtenders.com/
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Maersk Drilling signs an agreement 
with Equinor

After successfully being converted to a 
hybrid, low-emission rig, Maersk Intrepid 
has entered operations as the Maersk 
Drilling rig to feature this set of upgrades. 
The full technology package was expected 
to deliver a double-digit energy sav-
ings potential, and this has now been 
confirmed on Maersk Intrepid where the 
first month of operations on Martin Linge 
produced an initial data point of reducing 
fuel consumption and CO2 emissions by 
approximately 25%. In addition, NOx emis-
sions were reduced by approximately 95%. 
The installation of low-emission technol-
ogy is an initiative that supports Maersk 
Drilling’s efforts to reach the company’s 
recently announced target of reducing 
its CO2 emissions intensity by 50% by 
2030. The hybrid, low-emission upgrades 
combine the use of hybrid power with NOx 
conversion units, adding data intelligence 
to further reduce energy consumption 
and CO2 emissions. As part of the Master 
Frame Agreement between Maersk Drilling 
and Equinor, the parties have committed 
to exploring further initiatives to limit 
greenhouse gas emissions from drilling 
operations. The full package of hybrid, 
low-emissions upgrades is also being 
installed on the ultra-harsh environment 
jack-up rig Maersk Integrator which is 
expected to start operating in full low-
emission mode in early 2021 in Norway.

Wärtsilä converts UTE plant to 
operate on natural gas
Wärtsilä has been awarded the contract to 
convert the UTE Ponta Negra power plant, 
located in the Brazilian city of Manaus, 
to operate on natural gas instead of 
diesel fuel. The conversion will upgrade 
the plant’s performance, reduce its 
environmental impact, lower the operat-
ing costs, and ensure its availability and 
performance reliability. The contract with 
GERA Amazonas (Geradora de Energia do 
Amazonas S/A) was booked by Wärtsilä 
in September 2020.The plant currently 

operates on five Wärtsilä 46GD gas-diesel 
engines, which will be converted to Wärt-
silä 50SG engines powered by natural gas, 
allowing an increase in power generation 
capacity from the current 85 to 91 MW. 
The conversion will enable the engines to 
be reset to zero hours of operation. The 
use of 100% natural gas fuel will result in 
a reduction of 35,000 Metric Tons of Car-
bon Dioxide Equivalent (MTCDE) per year, 
equivalent to the pollution from some 
7600 cars. In addition, particulate matter 
(PM) emissions will also be significantly 
reduced. The conversion is scheduled to 
commence in May 2021 and be completed 
in spring 2022.

BASF reaches milestone of MDI 
capacity at Geismar

The implementation of the methylene 
diphenyl diisocyanate (MDI) capacity 
increase program for production facilities 
at BASF’s Verbund site in Geismar, Loui-
siana, is progressing on schedule. Over 
time, BASF targets to double the capac-
ity from 300,000 metric tons per year to 
approximately 600,000 metric tons per 
year. With this stepwise capacity addition, 
BASF will support the ongoing growth of 
its North American MDI customers. The 
first phase, which is the construction of a 
new MDI synthesis unit, is complete and 
in operation. At the same time, an older 
MDI synthesis unit is no longer in service. 
Although the instant capacity addition is 
limited, the new MDI production unit sets 
the foundation for future growth through 
capacity increases of upstream units. In 
the second phase, for which construc-
tion is currently ongoing, BASF will be 
expanding several upstream units and by 
doing so, increase MDI overall output of 
the Geismar complex by approximately 

one-third. Startup of this second phase is 
expected in the H2 of 2021. The potential 
final phase is targeted to be completed by 
mid of the decade; it is expected to bring 
the MDI capacity to approximately 600,000 
metric tons per year.

Cronus Fertilizers expand 
partnership with thyssenkrupp

Cronus Fertilizers announced important 
changes to its partnership with thyssen-
krupp Industrial Solutions (tkIS) that will 
enhance the success of Cronus’ proposed 
Tuscola, Illinois, fertilizer plant. Cronus has 
extended its fixed price, lump-sum turnkey 
engineering, procurement, and construction 
(EPC) contract with thyssenkrupp Industrial 
Solutions (tkIS) through June 30, 2021, and 
is finalizing an additional operations and 
maintenance (O&M) agreement with tkIS. 
Under the terms of the O&M agreement, 
tkIS will be involved in operating and main-
taining the plant once it begins production. 
The plant is expected to provide a signifi-
cant boost to the economy in the form of 
construction jobs, long-term positions, and 
spending activity. Cronus will announce 
updates to the project timeline as the 
development process advances.

Prima secures a contract from BC Oil 
and Gas Commission

Prima Strategic Group Inc. has announced 
that it was awarded a three-year con-
tract by the BC Oil and Gas Commission 
to conduct project reviews and assist in 
field inspections of LNG facilities in British 
Columbia, Canada. 
The contract scope includes performing 
technical inspections relating to LNG tank 
constructions and the fabrication of pro-
cess piping, as per ASME B 31.3 require-
ments of LNG projects currently being 
constructed. The contract shall remain in 
effect until 30 June 2023. Prima Strategic 
Group and the BC Oil and Gas Commission 
will work together to make sure the pro-
gram actively contributes to the enhance-
ment of LNG safety and quality.


